
10th Grade Novel Project 

 
 

You can choose to read either The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton, or The Secret Life of Bees by Sue 

Monk Kidd. You can use or purchase your own copy, or check one out of the bookroom.  

Watching a movie version is not a suitable substitute.  *This is worth 10% of your total 

semester grade*. 

 

***Please note*** 

The grades for this project are recorded in *Edgenuity*, you WILL NOT be allowed to take 

the test associated with the different sections of this project until you have completed and 

turned them in.  The ONLY exceptions will be those completing alternate assignments for 

Support Lab.  YOU MUST DO THIS PROJECT.  You will NOT be allowed to opt out. 

 

Directions: 

 Fill out book choice and vocabulary sheet, due in Stories From Around the World 

(Semester 1) or The Human Experience (Semester 2). *A parent must sign this sheet.* 

(You may use the back of the choice sheet for your vocabulary words.  *They must be 

hand written*.) 

 In a word document answer short answer questions in a sentence or two, although 

some may need more.  Short answers are due in Sugar Changed the World or The 

Language of Leaders .  (Use Times New Roman and a 12 point font.  Head your word 

document with name, date, and assignment like this: 

Mortimer Student 

9th Grade Novel Project 

Fall 2017 

     This document may be single spaced.) 

 In another word document formatted like the short answers, but double-spaced, 

answer the short essay questions.  These are due in The Power of Humor or The 

Tragedy of Julius Caesar. 

 Complete two items from the projects list.  These are due in Animal Farm or 

Globalization and the Future. 

 

Grading:  Because this project is graded in Edgenuity, it will share an equal part of the grade 

category “Additional Assignments.”  Therefore each section is worth 25% of that category.  

The entire project is worth 10% of your total Edgenuity grade. 

 



 

 

 

10th Grade Novel Project Vocabulary 

 

Define the word and then use it in a sentence. 

The Outsiders:      The Secret Life of Bees: 

 

Slouched       Ambrosia 

Nonchalantly       Bolster 

Incredulous       Bona Fide 

Bootlegging       Carouse 

Premonition       Excruciating 

Eluded        Gnaw 

Indignant       Meander 

Abruptly       Ornery 

Ruefully       Presumptuous 

Veered       Unperturbed 

 

Reading comprehension questions for The Outsiders: 

1. Describe the Socs and the Greasers. Use at least three adjectives to describe each of 

them. Are these what we think of as gangs?  Or are they something else?  Why? 

2. List the main characters of the Greasers and Socs. Which person in each group was 

the toughest? Explain why using quotes from the book to support your answer. 

3. How does Ponyboy’s relationship with SodaPop differ from his relationship with 

Darry? 

4. How does Robert Frost’s poem “Nothing Gold can Stay” relate to the characters of this 

book? 

5. What does Darry mean when he says “You don’t stop living because you lose 

someone?” 

6. Johnny helps rescue children from the fire.  Do you think this makes up for what he 

did during the rumble? 

7. What did Ponyboy mean when he says, “It was only yesterday...  but yesterday was 

years ago.   A lifetime ago.” 

8. In Chapter eight, what does Cherry mean when she says Bob “wasn’t just anyone.” 

9. Even though it was set in the 50s, does The Outsiders relate to today’s society?  Why 

or why not? 

10. What character from The Outsiders do you most related to and why? 

 

Reading Comprehension questions for The Secret Life of Bees. 



1. Describe Lily. 

2. Who is the Black Madonna? 

3. What fruit does Lily’s father sell? 

4. What does Lily do with her mother’s things? 

5. What does Zach promise to do? 

6. Upon learning that her mother did leave her as a child, why does Lily start carrying 

around mouse bones? 

7. Who is the Queen Bee in this story? 

8. Where does Rosaleen go in her new red dress with big white flowers? 

9. What happens to the bees when the queen dies? 

10. Who comes to help Lily in her struggle against T. Ray? 

 

Short Essay Questions: 

Choose one of the following questions and answer in a 300-500 word essay for The 

Outsiders. 

 

1.  Describe the relationship between Johnny and Dally 

2. What is the difference between Ponyboy the narrator and Ponyboy the character? 

 

Choose of the following questions and answer in a 300-500 word essay for The Secret Life of 

Bees. 

1. Describe Lily’s relationship with her mother, Deborah. What makes their relationship 

so complicated? 

2. In what ways does Sue Monk Kidd root The Secret Life of Bees in a specific time and 

place? How does this tie into Lily’s experience of coming-of-age? 

 

Projects List 

Complete 2 items 

 

1.  Create a visual time line of the events in the story. Draw the time line and add the 

events using short blurbs and pictures. You must have at least 20 events from the 

novel. 

2. Summarize the plot of the novel by creating a cartoon version of the novel. Use at 

least 10 frames to tell the story of the novel.  Use color and words. 

3. Write a letter to the author from the point of view of one of the characters.  As this 

character tell the author how you feel about what happened in this story. 

4. Write a letter to one of the main characters.  Write a letter from the main character to 

you in answer to your letter. 

5. Create a book jacket, including illustrations, an enticing synopsis, author bio, and 

favorable reviews 



6. Chose two characters from the story and write a conversation they might have. 

7. Discuss one particular episode in the story that you remember most. Describe why 

you think it remains so clear to you. 

8. Describe in detail three characters from the story. List reasons why you would or 

wouldn't want to get to know these people 

9. Write ten chat room-style questions that could be used to start an online discussion 

about the book. Or, write ten questions that test other students' understanding of the 

story. Make sure you provide a list of answers. 

10. Write a news article about an important event from the book. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

 

10th Grade Book Choice 

 

 

 

I choose to read: 

 

_____ The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton 

 

 

_____ The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I understand that this is 10 percent of my grade for the semester and that failure to do this 

project will reflect in that grade. 

 

 

Student Signature:________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Parent Signature:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


