
11th Grade Novel Project 

 
 

You can choose to read either The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chobsky, or The 

Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne.  You can use or purchase your own copy, or check 

one out of the bookroom.  Watching a movie version is not a suitable substitute.  *This is 

worth 10% of your final semester grade*. 

 

***Please note*** 

The grades for this project are recorded in *Edgenuity*, you WILL NOT be allowed to take 

the test associated with the different sections of this project until you have completed and 

turned them in.  The ONLY exceptions will be those completing alternate assignments for 

Support Lab.  YOU MUST DO THIS PROJECT.  You will NOT be allowed to opt out 

 

Directions: (It is expected that *All* directions, including formatting, will be followed) 

 Fill out book choice and vocabulary sheet, due in American Roots (Semester 1) or 

Victory and Despair (Semester 2). *A parent must sign this sheet.* (You may use the 

back, or a separate sheet.  *They must be hand written*) 

 In a word document answer short answer questions in a sentence or two, although 

some may need more.  Short answers are due in Dark Romanticism or Cultural 

Rebellion.  (Use Times New Roman and a 12 point font.  Head your word document 

with name, date, and assignment like this: 

Mortimer Student 

9th Grade Novel Project 

Fall 2017 

     This document may be single spaced.) 

 In another word document formatted like the short answers, but double-spaced, 

answer the short essay questions.  These are due A Nation Dividing and Expanding or 

Heritage and Multicultural American Identities. 

 Complete two items from the projects list.  These are due in Make it New or 

Globalization and the Information Age. 

 

Grading:  Because this project is graded in Edgenuity, it will share an equal part of the grade 

category “Additional Assignments.”  Therefore each section is worth 25% of that category.  

The entire project is worth 10% of your total Edgenuity grade. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

11th Grade Novel Project Vocabulary 

Write a short definition then use in a sentence. 

 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower:    The Scarlet Letter: 

 

Accord        Hypocrite 

Affirmation       Guise 

Differentiate       Emaciated 

Enclose       Posterity 

Gingerly       Haughty 

Infinite        tempestuous 

Pragmatic       Iniquity 

Provoke       Justification 

Smug        Loath 

Sequel        Malicious 

 

Reading Comprehension 

 

Reading comprehension questions for The Perks of Being a Wallflower: 

1. Why is art important to Charlie? 

2. Describe Charlie 

3. Why does Sam wear a star necklace? 

4. Why does Charlie claim to be writing letters to his “friend”? 

5. How does Charlie feel about the boy his sister dates? 

6. What book does Charlie give Elizabeth? 

7. Why does Charlie call Bob? 

8. What did Charlie see at the party at his house? 

9. What kind of classes does Charlie have?\ 

10. Why is Charlie so shy? 

 

Reading Comprehension questions for The Scarlet Letter: 

1. What is the setting (time and place) of The Scarlet Letter? 

2. Why does Hawthorne begin the story with a reflection about the need for a cemetery 

and a prison? 



3. For what sin is Hester Payne condemned? 

4. What is the Old Testament punishment for adultery? 

5. What, according to the narrator, is ironic about Pearl’s existence? 

6. How is Pearl dressed, and what is her dress compared to? 

7. Why isn’t Hester sentenced to death? 

8. Why does Dimmsdale decide to flee with Hester? 

9. What distressing news does Hester receive from the ship’s captain? 

10. What becomes of Pearl? 

 

 Choose one of the following questions and answer in a 300-500 word essay for The Perks of 

Being a Wallflower. 

 

1.  Why do you think the author chose to write his book in epistolary (letters) form? 

2. Discuss the following passage: “Maybe it’s good to put things in perspective. 

Sometimes, I think that the only perspective is to really be there.” What does this 

mean?   

 

Choose of the following questions and answer in a 300-500 word essay for The Scarlet Letter. 

1.  Kathryn Harrison, in her Introduction to this volume, asserts that Hester Prynne can be 

seen in many ways as the first great modern heroine in American literature. Do you 

agree 

2. The highly charged symbolism of The Scarlet Letter is one of its most distinctive 

features. Discuss the central symbol of the story—the scarlet letter itself. What does it 

signify? How does it function in the novel? How does its meaning change over time? 

  

Projects List 

Complete 2 items 

 

1.  Create a visual time line of the events in the story. Draw the time line and add the 

events using short blurbs and pictures. You must have at least 20 events from the 

novel. 

2. Summarize the plot of the novel by creating a cartoon version of the novel. Use at 

least 10 frames to tell the story of the novel.  Use color and words. 

3. Write a letter to the author from the point of view of one of the characters.  As this 

character tell the author how you feel about what happened in this story. 

4. Write a letter to one of the main characters.  Write a letter from the main character to 

you in answer to your letter. 

5. Create a book jacket, including illustrations, an enticing synopsis, author bio, and 

favorable reviews 

6. Chose two characters from the story and write a conversation they might have. 



7. Discuss one particular episode in the story that you remember most. Describe why 

you think it remains so clear to you. 

8. Describe in detail three characters from the story. List reasons why you would or 

wouldn't want to get to know these people 

9. Write ten chat room-style questions that could be used to start an online discussion 

about the book. Or, write ten questions that test other students' understanding of the 

story. Make sure you provide a list of answers. 

10. Write a news article about an important event from the book. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Name:_______________________________________________ 

 

 

11th Grade Book Choice 

 

 

 

I choose to read: 

 

_____ The Perks of Being a Wallflower 

 

 

_____ The Scarlet Letter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I understand that this is 10 percent of my grade for the semester and that failure to do this 

project will reflect in that grade. 

 

 

Student Signature:________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Parent Signature:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


